


AUSTRALIAN CIC DIDA 
WITH REMARKS ON SOME RECENT DISPUTATION 


hy WO.L-8L. Distant 


Fam. CICADIDA 


Thopha nigricans sp. n. Head, pronotiun, mesonotuni. 
sternum and legs black or piceous; abdomen, tympana, and oper 
eula teslaceous; tegmina and wings subhyaline, tale like, the vena 
lion dark ochraceous, basal cell brownish-oehraceous with a small 
hyaline spot at its lower extremity and with ils upper margin black ; 
base of head belween the eves about three times as broad as medial 
length of vertex, eyes strongly pedunculate, considerably passing 
Ihe anterior pronofal angles, anterior margins of vertex before from 
distinctly ridged, and diverging strong ridges between the ocelli; 
pronotum with fonr central longitudinal carinations on its anferior 
area, {he posterior margin strongly transversely striate: lateral mar- 
wins of the pro- and mesonola, interior aveas of the basal cruciform 
elevation and the posterior margins of the metanotuim ochraceansly 
pilose: tympana very large and testaceousty opaque; abdomen mocli 
shorter than expanse of tvinpanasabove a little more than hall their 
expanse, beneath about lwo thirds of their expanse: apieal segmen! 
of abdomen above cretaceously lomentose, 

Pone e enn to mil. faxy. tegin. 125 mill. 

Hab. : North Queensland (KELSALL. Brit. Wis. ). 


Allied lo T. sessiliba Dist. by the strongly peduneulated eyes, but 
differing from that species by the shorter and broader abdomen, 
(he more concavelv sinnate posterior margin of the metasternima, 
and the blaek head and thorax, ete 


NEOPSALVODA gen. nov. 


Head including eyes much broader than base of iesvnotion, 
medial length about half the breadth between eves, front prominent, 
al somewhat right angles with the lateral margins of the vertex 
which are straightly oblique: eves somewhat large and prominent, 
extending beyond the anterior angles of the pronotum: pronotum 
with the medial length about half as fone as breadth at base, the 
anterior margin arcuate thus narrowing towards lateral margins 
which are rounded, posterior margin subtruncalte; mesonotun 
including cruciform elevation nearly as long as broad; abdomen 
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short and broad, but longer than greatest breadth, second segment 
very broad, dilated at lateral margins and lobately continued on 
each side beneath, the true tympanal coverings entire; opercula 
somewhat short, broader than long, overlapping internally, their 
apices broadly rounded; rostrum passing the intermediate coxa; 
tegmina and wings subhyaline; tegmina about two and a halt 
fimes as long as greatest breadth, apical areas eight; wings about 
Iwice as long as broad; apical areas Six; abdomen beneath more or 
less oblique depressed from near base fo apex. 
Allied fo Psalfoda STAL. 


Neopsaltoda crassa sp. n. — Head, pronotum and mesono- 
tum brownish ochraceous with black markings; head with the base 
and lateral transverse fascize on each side of front, black, vertex 
wifh a broad transverse fascia between eyes and the area of the 
ocelli, black; pronotum with the incisuves (broadly), and the sub- 
basal margin, black; mesonotum with four obeonical spots, the 
two central spols shortest, the sublateral ones ahnost percurrent, 
and a central hasfafe spol with a broad base in front of the basal 
cruciform elevation black; abdomen above black, basal and lateral 
margins of first segment (broadly) and fhe lateral dilatations to the 
second seginent pale greenish, posterior margins of fhe remaining 
seginents narrowly brownish-ochraceous: body beneath and legs 
pale greenish-ocbraceons; a transverse fascia between face and 
eves, central area and transverse ridges to face, a longitudinal 
streak on upper snrfaces of femora, libia (excluding base), rostrum 
(excluding base), exposed area of metasternuin, and a large spot at 
hase of abdomen, black; face robust, inedially, longitudinally sul- 
cate on disk; other characters as in generic diagnosis. 
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Long. excl. fegin. g. Jamil) Exp leering oem 


Hab. : North Queensland (KELSALL. — Brit. Mus.). 


Henicopsaltria Kelsalli sp. n. — Head, pronotum and me- 
sonofum ochraceous with black markings; abdomen black; body 
beneath black: legs brownish ochraceous; legmina and wings 
hyaline; front of head with an apical spot and lateral tines, black, 
vertex with the area of the ocelli connected by a transverse fascia 
to fhe inner margins of eves, and a spol al each anterior angle, 
black; prouotum with two longitudinal ceutral waved fascie, con- 
necled at apex, and inner basal and Jateral margins, black; meso- 
notum with the margins of two somewhat angulated obconical 
spols on anterior margin, on each side of these a continuous sub- 
lateral fascia, a bastate spotin front of the cruciform elevation, and 
at the anterior angles of the laltera small round spol, and a poste- 
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rior lateral marginal fascia connected with the cruciform elevation, 
black; abdomen black with the margins of the segments greyishly 
pilose; face black, lateral margins, transverse ridges and posterior 
half of central sulcation, ochraceous; clypeus marginally and cen- 
trally ochraceous; legs ochraceous, femora more or less marked 
wilh castaneous; head including eyes about as broad as base of 
iInesonotum; abdomen considerably longer than broad; rostrum 
passing the posterior cox; opercula black, longer than broad, 
scarceley extending beyond basal segment of abdomen, internally 
overlapping for about half their length and than obliquely directed 
to apices which are rounded. 


t) 


Coree feciia., a Dll, Exp. tegm. 98 mill. 
llab. : North Queensland (kKeELsALL. — Brit. Mus.). 


The greater length of the abdomen is a somewhat aberrant cha- 
racter with this genns butin all other respect the species conforms 
with Henicopsaltria. 


FROGATTOIDES gen. nov. 


Head about as long as breadth at base between the eyes; ocelli 
very large, nearer eves than to each other; vertex between the 
ocelli somewhat raised and longly pilose, front medially sulcately 
depressed; eyes large transversely oblique, directed backward 
over the anterior pronotal angles; pronotum twice as broad at base 
as medially long, the incisures profound, Jateral margins strongly 
sinnale; mesonottim almost as long as broad, somewhat Jongly 
pilose; abdomen in 9 considerably longer than head and thorax 
together; face long and globose, shortly medially sulcate at base; 
rostrum passing the anterior co æ; anterior femora incrassate 
with three spines beneath, the shortest spine near apex; tibiae dis- 
tinctly moderately bent, tarsi long, about two thirds the length of 
tibie; tegmina about twice as long as greatest breadth, the costal 
margin obliqnely ascending for half its length from base and then 
more horizontally continued to apex, basal cell longer than broad, 
narrower at apex (han at base, radial area large, upper vein of the 
lower ulnar area fused with the lower vein to the radial area for 
some distance from base, eight apical areas, the first and eighth 
broadest, first ulnar area almost as long as radial area, first and 
fifth broadest, third large, short, somewhat triangular, costal mem- 
brane somewhat regular in breadth though narrowest at base, post- 
costal membrane widening towards apex ; wings narrow, more than 
twice longer than broad, six apical areas. 

This genus of Melampsaltaria is founded on a female specimen 
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sent lo the hy M. Froccarr to whom i dedicate it. The very large 
ocelli and the structure of the legmina distinctly ditlerentiale it 


Frogattoides typicus >p. n. — Head longly pilose, the verlex 
purplish-brown, the front pale olivaccous green, ocelli large, 
oblong, pale Uavesrent: pronotum olivaccons green, mesanotun 
pale vireseent, the four obcontcal spols of whieh the two onflermos| 
are largest, pale violaceous; abdomen grecnish-ochraceous > head 
beneath and sterunuia pale greenish, abdomen beneath: greenish 
ochraceous: femora ochraceous, Ube and tarsi lestaceous-ved ; 
tegmina and wings subhyaline, tale like, the veins lestaceous or 
greenish, posleostal membrane of legiitaa largely lesfaceotis near 
middle: strnelural characters as in generic diagnosis. 

Long. exel. tevin, 20 mill. Exp. tegur. 564 mill. 


Hab. > North Queensland; Sthumery Hills (ol. Brown >. 


Lembeja brunneosa sp. n. — Body above brownish ochra- 
ceous, vertex and pronolumi with a eentral longitudinal fiscous 
near fascia whieh is more obsoaletely continued on mesonotum bart 
very prominent at the erucitorm elevation and thence extending ou 
[he melanolum, a small black spot near each aiterionr angle of the 
cruciform elevation; body beneath and legs dull oelraceous, tyne 
pana and opercula greyish and? transversely striate: tegmina 
greyish-brown very tiiekly sprinkled with small brownish spots, 
Ihe costal membrane ochraceous, withoul spots; wings very pale 
lavescent, soblivaline; head wilh the front about as long as the 
vertex, (he vertical angles in trout of eves roundly produced: meso- 
Holi melding cruciform elevation about as long as head and 
pronotum together: tegmina about two and a half times as long as 
ereatest breadth, apex subacute, first ulnar area about as long as 
third, Tourth ulnar area aboul as long as radial area, rudimentary 
vein at base of second ulnar area obsoletely connecting it apex of 
Hfth ulnar avea. 


Long. excl. teom- g 


<) « Chee ann RAG . 
g 21 null. Exp. leg. 26 all, 


Hab. : North Queensland: Cape York (FROGGATT coll. ). 


CONTROVERSIAL seve 


hia recent issue of the Mun. Soc. Ent. Belg., p. 297, DY BERGROTN 
has written « For Colobathristide DisvANT later (1903) mistook a 
genus of the Myoedochid subfamilies Malet and Heterogastrine 
respectively ». He clearly alludes to the two genera Malcus and 
Arlenmilorns, With the first f will now deal, but to make the dis 
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etission clearer | will point out: 1) That | nse the old and well 
known family name Ly@widie and nol Mvodochidie one of three new 
names proposed by Kink ALDY and adopted by BerGrora to super 
sede it, (2) The objection was really made by BrReppin (1907) though 
now repeated by Berarnorn. CH Both BRepoin and Bererorir have 
refrained from mentioning that Liermkray (1594) preceded me in 
placing Melews in the Cofobathristides Lerh. and Sev., Gat. Heni. 
e a 

The sublamily Vealeida proposed by STAL (L865), evidently nsed 
lor the reception of his genus Malcus, was subsequently discar- 
ded by STAU himself in his « Kn. Hem. IV, p. 170 (1874) » where 
he places WMalees under e Genera el Species Lyeceidarmim incerli 
loci syšlemalici ». As SrAu thus virtually suppressed his own sub- 
family it would perhaps be better for BerGrovi to mention thal fact 
before eriticising other writers for net using it, buat still our goed 
friend BERGROTH is known to Follow criticism « earrente ealamo », 
As regards Artemidorus Lam still a heretic. 

Sie friend Mk. CHARLES S. Banks has recently (Phill. do Sei. WV, 
p. 964, T900) remarked, and with justice, that the able and 
painstaking artist who has iHustrated mv voles on the Rynehotie 
Of British India, has, in dealing with Kiwimenoles obscura failed to 
show the veins of the membrane to be reticulated. But Mr. Banks 
himself las nol been able to clear up the «greal confusion » whieh 
be mehtly says is allaehed to this genus and species, especially 
when different gures purporting to represent it are examined, 
Thus the Aradus Gameatus WALK. is generally regarded as a syno 
nym of Kranenoles obscura WEsTw., admitted by BeERGRoTH, who 
e N a a Gena, ANVIL p. 133, pl. NII, f. 4.1889) has 
ligured, i that figure is to be accepted as correct, a species which 
by the shape of the sentellum, and the venation of the membrane 
does nol conform: to the figure given by Wrstrwoop as representing 
Ae soo elite Kit. soc, Lond. tv. pl XVII, f+. 1847), nor 
can the figares given by BANKS and myself be allogether reconciled 
with either fhose of Wesrwoop and Bererovit. Therefore if figures 
are lo be accepted as really representery the species, there must be 
Ihree thal cannot possibly be reconciled with one another, 

They are: 

Praenoirssnvscimaenvesr yw. Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond, IV, p. 247. 
ee NE. (1847). 

a E a BERGER. Ann. Mus. Civ. te@maa, ANVIL, p. 733. 
CEA E 1839). 

kumenotes obscura Pist. Fann. Brit. India Rhyneh., I, p. fon, 
E M (1905) venation membrane defective, BANKS, Phill. 1. Sei. IV. 
ie tT, f. 4741909). 





I may here point out that M" Banks is incorrect in his synonimy. 
STåL did not refer to Odonia truncata (1870) bul to Kiimenoles 
obscura, and the same remark applies to his citation of my identifica- 
tion in the British Indian enumeration, H may naturally be asked 
why | do not now decide the question? | await more material; my 
collection now only contains one specimen, some other rhynehotist 
may be in a better position and thus be able to throw more light 
on this tangle. 

The position of the genus Fumenotes is also sub judice. M" BANKS 
says BerarorH has again placed the genus in its proper position 
amongst the Tessaratomine ». But it was never placed there belore! 
Westwoop located it near Megyinenium in the Dinidormie and STAL 
did the same (1), which appears its proper location, though BER- 
GROTH now snegests that it forms a distinct subfamily of the Tessa- 
ratominie. 


(1) Bercrotu (Deutsch. Ent, Zeitschr. 1907, p. 499) says that Srin did not know 
this species «in natura », but in this he is incorrect, as STAL (1870), distinctly 
refers to the tarsi when enumerating the species in the Philippine fauna. 


